




Bessborough carry a particular weight. Labour Councillor Peter Horgan has been making this case in 

Cork for years and I commend his sustained advocacy. 

On the Housing Argument 

I am aware that the acute housing shortage in Cork City will be cited in favour of this development, 

and I do not dismiss that concern lightly. Indeed, housing needs are of huge importance to survivors 

of institutional abuse - a significant proportion of those are on local authority waiting lists for social 

housing, or live in substandard conditions.7 The Labour Party is committed to addressing Ireland's 

housing crisis. Labour Party Councillors have voted in favour of all part 8 housing developments and 

are actively working with officials on identifying sites even on Bessborough Road itself. 

But the housing emergency does not require us to build on sites where the remains of children are 

likely to be buried and where State investigations remain incomplete. As detailed by Senator Harmon, 

within two kilometres of Cork City Centre there are over 700 vacant and derelict sites. A more 

determined approach to dereliction from central Government, and to above-the-shop and infill 

development, can yield significant housing numbers without requiring us to concrete over a site of this 

gravity. The argument that we must build here, at Bessborough, to address the housing crisis is not 

one that holds up. It is the wrong site. 

Conclusion 

An Coimisiun Pleanala previously refused this site multiple times on well-founded grounds. Those 

grounds remain. The State's ECHR obligations have not been discharged. No full excavation has been 

carried out. The families of the 859 children whose burial sites remain unknown have not been given 

the answers they are owed. 

Proceeding with this development in these circumstances is not a neutral planning decision. It is a 

choice about what the State values - whether it will treat the lives of children who died in institutions, 

and the grief of the families left behind, as something that warrants proper investigation, or whether 

it will allow them to be built over. 

I am asking An Coimisiun Pleanala to overturn the decision to grant planning permission for the 

proposed development at Bessborough, and to do so on the clear and well-established grounds that 

this site cannot be developed until the State has met its obligations to the families affected. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ivana Bacik TD 

7 Report of the Special Advocate for Survivors of Institutional Abuse, March 2025 p43 


